Internal Medicine. J H Stein (ed) pp 1966 US$65.00 Boston: Little, Brown & Co 1983 The most interesting feature Of this textbook in comparison to its competitors is the emphasis given to basic science. Each chapter is prefaced by a discussion of the physiology of the topic to be discussed and this is a useful source of introduction and revision. As always the quality of chapters and sections varies and because of the organizational system used readers may have to refer to other chapters.
. It is always difficult to know how many references should be put into chapters in books of this kind and Stein may be erring on the less generous side. I felt the illustrations both in chart form and as diagrams were excellent and most useful.
This is a useful addition to the range of textbooks of medicine. The question arises as to whether it is better than its competitors. My .feeling is that for the British reader the Oxford Textbook of Medicine is probably preferable in terms of approach and readability. I would regard Stein's 'Internal Medicine' as being comparable with the Textbooks of Medicine of Cecil and Harrison. In general it is reliable and well put together and can be recommended.
SIMON L COHEN

.Consultant Physician & Senior Lecturer in Medicine
University College London Bibliography Petersdorf R G et at. The author has used his retirement to enlarge on his knowledge of infectious disease gained in hospital by visiting not only the field and sometimes the bush of the world's continents but also the medical libraries of Tripoli, Benghazi and Alexandria. In his travels he has encountered several conditions for the first time including plague, typhus and cholera! New chapters on these diseases are included in the 3rd edition as well as considerable expansion and revision of the chapters on gastroenteritis and hepatitis. This is a book of scholarship but it derives its real strength from the extent of the author's commitment to his subject which has led him to a position of very considerable stature both from the epidemiological as well as the clinical standpoint. It is a book not only for the specialist in the field but also the general physician as his work carries him more and more away from those diseases which once dominated medicine. .
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
Genetics . This constitutes Volume I3 in the Little, Brown 'Series in Clinical Pediatrics' -a small, handy, well produced hardback. It starts with an introductory section on chromosomes and genetic counselling followed by lists of syndromes associated with easily recognized features such as polydactyly, hepatomegaly, micrognathia and microcephaly. There is an appendix of normal body measurements. The major part of the book comprises notes, with small but adequate black and white photographs of 147 syndromesapproximately a page to each and with two or three basic references. This is a very useful book for the generalist or clinic doctor who needs to be familiar. with the core of current paediatric syndrome-mania. It would be a useful small reference book in any hospital library.
JOHN LEMERY
Editorial Representative
Section of Paediatrics This symposium report provides a comprehensive account of knowledge of the genetic basis of diabetes up to 1981. The general reader of such a book will start by looking for answers to questions he encounters in practice and an excellent initial chapter by Professor Keen explains newer ideas about the role and interpretation of oral glucose tolerance tests, and the concept of 'impaired glucose tolerance'. The next two chapters are also of general interest, describing the epidemiology of diabetes and reviewing the diabetes-risk in relatives -a common patient query. The next 120 pages are devoted to insulin dependent diabetes; most of the chapters are highly technical, many about the HLA system, with particular reference to genetic heterogeneity and some reference to autoimmunity. One important conclusion for the general reader is that the development of microvascular
